Oxford Union Society Library Committee

Minutes of Meeting HT 2012 Week 2 (Monday 23rd January) 2.30pm
Present: Maya Barolo-Rizvi, Mark Bosley, Francis Cameron, Will Chamberlain, Jane Chan, Matthew David, Luke Eaton (Junior Librarian), Alex Harries, Su Lockley (Librarian-in-Charge), Dean Palmer (Librarian-Elect), Naomi Scott-Mearns, Robert Tobin (Senior Librarian), Evelyn Webster (Minutes Secretary), John Whitehead, and Lucy Wood.
1) Apologies

The Committee received apologies from Turner Edwards, Joshua Felberg and Kevin Tan. 
2) Membership

The Librarian-in-charge reported that Tristan Honeyborne and Hannah Wilkinson had resigned from the Committee at the end of MT 2011.
The Junior Librarian reported that there had been success following his announcement of the Committee vacancies in Chamber. Clark Hildabrand and Will Chamberlain were present and expressed their interest in joining the Committee.
3) Minutes and Matters Arising from the Previous Meeting

The Junior Librarian confirmed that the President would speak to the Bursar this week about scanning facilities in the Library.
He also confirmed that further discussion of the issue of expensive books will take place in TT 2012, with the usual discussion of how to allocate the book-buying budget. The Librarian-in-charge mentioned that the Bodleian Library had produced a ‘most wanted’ list of very expensive books, and that it might be better for the Union’s image to copy this, rather than asking for donations of cheap books. This idea will be discussed at Library Strategy Committee in HT week 5.
4) Matters Arising from Standing Committee

The Junior Librarian reported that the President had removed the out-of-date shelver advert and was happy for Library staff to be able to edit the Union’s facebook page. The Librarian-in-charge will send the President the details of the facebook accounts to be made into administrators.

He also confirmed that the Librarian-in-charge is now on the mailing list to receive the minutes of Standing Committee. 

5) Complaints Book

There were no complaints this week. 

6) Report from OLDUT
The Senior Librarian explained that he had been asked by the trustees of OLDUT to initiate a review of the Library’s aims for the future, including the strategy for embracing new technologies. He explained that this was prompted by the news of the greatly reduced book budget, and the ongoing debate over the role of the Library within the Union. He said that this would be a long-term project, not concerned with producing immediate results. 
The Junior Librarian suggested that it might be helpful to produce a document detailing the aims of the Library to give to the President, so that all the Officers could be clear about how the Library saw its role. He proposed to consult with both Library Committee and Standing Committee to gather a broad range of views. 
The Librarian-in-charge asked whether all elements of the Union were having this kind of strategy examination, and the Senior Librarian replied that he was not sure, but if they were, it would be a piecemeal approach, rather than a coordinated effort. 
7) Facebook Suggestions
The Junior Librarian proposed to feed into the upcoming booklists the various members’ suggestions gathered from the facebook online suggestion form. He also suggested re-posting the form so that it would remind people that they can get involved with the Library, and encourage more suggestions.
The Librarian-in-charge suggested making a short facebook post summarising the books that had been purchased as a result of the suggestions. The Junior Librarian will also edit the form so that respondents may include their name and email address, the Library staff can then contact them if their suggested book is purchased.

8) National Libraries Day – 4th February 2012
The Librarian-in-charge explained that on National Libraries Day, many libraries held events or competitions to promote themselves and their services. She explained that the Library staff had brainstormed some potential ideas, and wondered if the Committee had anything to input. 
Matthew David suggested a cryptic quiz with quotes from various books, encouraging people to find which book they came from. There could be one big list of quotes, each chosen by a member of Library Committee, to be ticked off as the books were found. Inside the correct book could be a voucher for a prize of some kind. The Junior Librarian suggested a voucher for a free drink in the bar, which could help promote the bar as well as the Library, but cautioned that this would have to be cleared by Standing Committee and the drinks would have to come out of the Library’s budget. Alex Harries suggested that offering tickets for drinks with the President might be cheaper, easier to organise and be more special.
John Whitehead mentioned that it would be useful to put flyers out in the Bar and the Goodman library to remind people about the events.

Mark Bosely suggested running Library tours, as it is not something the Library currently offers to new members, and would emphasise one of the Library’s unique selling points, the pre-Raphaelite murals. The Librarian-in-charge expressed concern that members using the Library to work in would find it disruptive, but the Committee felt that as it was not close to exam season, the disruption would be minimal.
9) Book Lists for HT Week 2: Medical Sciences (£160), Music (£75)
The Medical Sciences list was passed. The Music list was passed.
10) Book Lists for HT Week 3: Geography & Geology (£135), Maths (£75)
Naomi Scott-Mearns will prepare the Geography & Geology list. Jane Chan will prepare the Maths list.
11) Book Lists for HT Week 4: Sociology (£75), Physics (£75)

Matthew David will prepare the Sociology list. The Librarian-in-charge will prepare the Physics list.
12) Members’ Suggestions

The Librarian –in-charge explained that the Medical Sciences suggestion had been bought as part of the Medical Sciences book list this week, and suggested that the Committee purchase books whose subjects did not have a book list coming up later this academic year. The two Psychology suggestions; The optimism bias: why we’re wired to look on the bright side, by Tali Sharot, and Thinking, fast and slow, by Daniel Kahneman will be purchased.
Listed buildings, conservation areas and monuments, by Charles Mynors will be taken off the suggestions list, as it is expensive and does not fit with the Library’s current art and architecture collection. An act of free will: decolonisation and the right to self-determination in West Papua, by Peter Drooglever will be taken off the suggestions list, as it is a niche book and unlikely to be highly used. Carver on bills of lading, by G.H. Treitel and F.M.B. Reynolds will be taken off the suggestions list, as it is very expensive and supports an optional Law course rather than a core one.

13) DVD List 2012HT2
The list was passed.
14) Deferred Withdrawals 2012HT1
Male and female: a study of the sexes in a changing world, by Margaret Mead, will be kept, as it is highly used in other Oxford libraries.
15) Withdrawals 2012HT2
England and the Mediterranean tradition: studies in art and literature, edited by the Warburg and Courtland Institutes will be deferred until HT week 3. The Librarian-in-charge will gather usage statistics from other Oxford libraries. The rest of the list will be withdrawn.
16) New Members

Clark Hildabrand introduced himself as a visiting Politics, Economics and German student from Worcester College. Will Chamberlain introduced himself as a graduated PPE student and former Junior Librarian. After consideration, both were welcomed onto the Library Committee. The Junior Librarian will take their names to Standing Committee to be ratified.
17) Any Other Business

The Librarian-in-charge mentioned that a recent email sent to all Union members contained the possibly ambiguous phrase ‘Join the Oxford Union – Open all year round!’ She explained that although it was intended to mean that people could join the Union at any time throughout the year, this could be interpreted as meaning the Union’s facilities were open throughout the year, which is not true. John Whitehead added that even members who visit the Union regularly are not always sure which facilities are open when. The Junior Librarian will suggest to the President that this be reworded for future communications.
Mark Bosley suggested putting a barcode scanner in the Old Library to record in-house use by students who normally put the books they’ve been using straight back on the shelves. (The Library staff record in-house use for books left out of place as part of the reshelving process). The Librarian-in-charge pointed out that this would still have a cost in terms of buying the scanner itself, staff checking the figures recorded by it, and reshelving the extra books. The Junior Librarian suggested putting up a couple of signs politely requesting people take the books they’ve used to the Library desk, so that the staff can record in-house use with the minimum extra work.
18) Time and Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Library Committee will take place on Monday 30th January at 2.30pm in the Morris Room.
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