Oxford Union Society Library Committee

Minutes of Meeting HT 2012 Week 3 (Monday 30th January) 2.30pm
Present: Mark Bosley, Francis Cameron, Will Chamberlain, Jane Chan, Matthew David, Luke Eaton (Junior Librarian), Alex Harries, Clark Hildabrand, Su Lockley (Librarian-in-Charge), Dean Palmer (Librarian-Elect), Naomi Scott-Mearns, Ally Shaw, Kevin Tan (Representative of Standing Committee), Robert Tobin (Senior Librarian), Evelyn Webster (Minutes Secretary), John Whitehead, and Lucy Wood.
1) Apologies

The Committee received apologies from Turner Edwards.
2) Membership

The Junior Librarian reported that Will Chamberlain and Clark Hildabrand have both been ratified by Standing Committee and are now full members of Library Committee. There are currently 4 undergraduate vacancies.
Wesley Priddy and Alexander Trafford were present and expressed their interest in joining the Committee.
3) Minutes and Matters Arising from the Previous Meeting

The Junior Librarian explained that he had updated the book suggestions form and re-posted it to facebook to make it more visible. He will forward any new suggestions to the Librarian-in-charge for inclusion in the members’ suggestions list.
The Librarian-in-charge explained that she had designed a triangular notice to go on the Library tables asking students not to reshelve books they have used. She also confirmed that left books would not be ‘unfindable’ for long, as they would be collected by the Library staff and put in order in the reshelving section of Library reception.

4) Matters Arising from Standing Committee

There were no matters arising from Standing Committee.
5) Complaints Book

There were no complaints this week. 

6) National Libraries Day – 4th February 2012
The Librarian-in-charge explained that on Saturday 4th February, the Library staff would run free (£1.50 for non-members) half-hour tours of the Library, explaining the Pre-Raphaelite murals, at 11am, 1pm and 3pm. Flyers are being handed out at the Library desk, and a poster has been sent to the Oxford tourist office to promote the event. 
Will Chamberlain mentioned that somebody had posted on Twitter that they were glad to see Oxford offering an event in support of National Libraries Day. 
The Junior Librarian confirmed that if free bar drinks vouchers were offered as quiz prizes, the drinks would have to come from the Library’s budget. The Committee felt that this would not be the best use of the Library’s limited money. As an alternative, the Junior Librarian said that the President was willing to supply four tickets for President’s drinks and two tickets for speakers’ drinks, which could be used when the winner chose (providing the selected speaker was staying for drinks). The Junior Librarian said that the winners could email him with their choice of date or speaker.
A ‘You have found the correct book! Go to the Library desk to collect your voucher!’ slip will be put inside six different books, and a list of the cryptic clues leading to the books put up in Library reception. The Junior Librarian urged all Committee members to think of a clue or quote and email it to the Librarian-in-charge, so that the six best could be used for the quiz.
Kevin Tan thought visitors might be interested in buying some of the withdrawn books, as many are stamped with ‘Oxford Union Society’ on the spine. The Librarian-in-charge will mention the books for sale during the tours.

7) Items for Strategy Committee
The Junior Librarian thought that expensive books should be discussed at Strategy Committee, to get the input of College and Bodleian library staff. He requested Committee members email him if they thought of any other issues.
8) Book Lists for HT Week 3: Geography & Geology (£135), Maths (£75)
The Geology & Geography list was passed, assuming the Library staff are able to purchase the new 6th edition of Understanding weather and climate, by Aguado and Burt for £49.99 as advertised on Amazon.co.uk. If the higher price of £81.99 applies, the book will be discussed in HT week 4.
The Maths list was passed.

9) Book Lists for HT Week 4: Sociology (£75), Physics (£75)

Matthew David will prepare the Sociology list. The Librarian-in-charge will prepare the Physics list.
10) Book Lists for HT Week 5: Archaeology & Anthropology (£75), Engineering & Materials (£75)

The Junior Librarian will ask a friend to prepare the Archaeology & Anthropology list. The Librarian-in-charge will ask Peter Blenkharn, an Engineering student who recently had to withdraw his interest in joining Library Committee, if he would be willing to prepare the Engineering & Materials list. 

11) Members’ Suggestions

Naomi Scott-Mearns recommended History of the world in 100 objects, by Neil MacGregor, as it could be useful for Art, History and Geography students. Matthew David offered to donate his copy to the Library. 

The Education suggestion, The idea of higher education, by Ronald Barnett, will be purchased, as the copies in other libraries are very highly used, and the Library does not hold many books on this subject.

The donation, The secrets of God: lies, misperceptions, and inspirational truths about god(s), lesser gods (angels), demi-gods (extraterrestrials), disembodied souls (demons, and inspirit ghosts), and embodied souls (you), by Patricia Alexander, will not be kept, as it was considered unsuitable for university-level education. 
12) DVD List 2012HT3
The list was passed.
13) Deferred Withdrawals 2012HT2
England and the Mediterranean tradition: studies in art and literature, edited by the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, will not be kept, as the copies held in other Oxford libraries are not highly used.
14) Withdrawals 2012HT3
The Librarian-in-charge will check the usage in other libraries of Bibliography of the writings of Sir Charles Firth, as John Whitehead suggested the subject may still be an important figure for History students. This book will be deferred until HT week 4.

The rest of the list will be withdrawn.
Matthew David pointed out that Raymond Carr, author of Spain 1808-1939 had been a fellow of St. Anthony’s College, and that the Librarian-in-charge could ask the college whether they would like to have the book. 

15) New Members

Wesley Priddy introduced himself as a visiting Pre-med. student from Los Angeles, taking courses in C.S. Lewis and Cognitive Neuroscience while at Oxford. Alexander Trafford introduced himself as a 1st year Philosophy and Theology student from Pembroke College. After consideration, both were welcomed onto the Library Committee. The Junior Librarian will take their names to Standing Committee to be ratified.
16) Any Other Business

There was no other business.
17) Time and Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Library Committee will take place on Monday 6th February at 2.30pm in the Morris Room.
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